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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
In new book, mayors and governors speak out on homeland security issues
“Safeguarding Homeland Security,” edited by Temple University professors, makes a case for public-private partnerships
PHILADELPHIA — In a new book about homeland security edited by a pair of Temple University professors, a collection of the nation’s leading political leaders describe – in their own words – how public-private partnerships can better prepare for, and recover from, major natural disasters and terrorist attacks.
“Safeguarding Homeland Security: Governors and Mayors Speak Out,” edited by Temple Professors Simon Hakim and Erwin A. Blackstone, makes specific recommendations on how the use of private companies and volunteer forces can supplement – or even substitute – the government and improve the response to homeland security issues.

The book, available now from Springer, suggests that some public services could be delivered more efficiently by contracting them out and highlights incentives for greater involvement of the private sector in the delivery of emergency services. “Safeguarding Homeland Security” also shows that up to $7.31 billion could be saved annually nationwide by shedding public services that are private in nature, such as responding to false burglar alarms, and privatizing other emergency services under competitive market conditions.
From Boston Mayor Thomas M. Menino’s creation of a volunteer emergency medical corps to provide inoculations to Houston Mayor William H. White’s use of business and civic leaders to provide services during hurricanes Katrina and Rita, “Safeguarding Homeland Security” contains contributions from elected officials across the U.S., including Chicago Mayor Richard M. Daley and Govs. Timothy Kaine (Va.) and Edward G. Rendell (Pa.).
While “Safeguarding Homeland Security” highlights the innovative public use of technology in the creation of fusion centers, data mining, digital cameras and improved telecommunications during crises, it also states that profit incentives could attract private participation in the creation of public-private partnerships to better provide homeland security services. 

Specifically, “Safeguarding Homeland Security” suggests the establishment of regional civilian forces to supplement existing emergency agencies. Private security personnel are at least three times that of the public police, the book states, and could be recruited and trained for emergency positions – with senior executives leading preparation, response and recovery efforts. 
Editors Hakim and Blackstone, of the Center for Competitive Government at Temple University’s Fox School of Business, write that the lack of profit incentive inhibits prompt adoption of technology to improve preparedness. Greater involvement of IT executives in the proposed public-private partnerships could enhance technology, and universities could provide a stage for private-sector technological solutions to public homeland security problems.

Dr. Simon Hakim

Dr. Hakim earned a Master of Science degree in City and Regional Planning from the Technion, Israel Institute of Technology in 1971. He received a Master of Arts degree and Ph.D. in Regional Science from the University of Pennsylvania in 1976. Dr. Hakim has been with Temple University since 1974, and he is currently a professor of economics and director of the Center for Competitive Government. He has conducted many research projects on security and alarm issues, and his work centers on analysis of criminal behavior, police operations, privatization of police and correctional institutions. He has published 58 referred articles and 14 books.

http://astro.temple.edu/~shakim/ 
Dr. Erwin A. Blackstone
Dr. Blackstone received his Bachelor of Arts degree from Syracuse University and his Ph.D. from the University of Michigan. He has taught economics for more than 35 years. Prior to coming to Temple in 1976, Dr. Blackstone taught at Dartmouth College and Cornell University. He has published on a variety of antitrust topics, including mergers, dominance, reciprocal buying, collusion and damages. His publications include more than 40 articles in major economics and public policy journals, chapters in books, a monograph on private policing, and a book on the electronic security industry.
http://www.temple.edu/cla/economics/blackstone/index.htm

The Center for Competitive Government

The Center helps governments identify candidates for privatization and outsourcing, and it suggests step-by-step procedures for restructuring public services. It organizes conferences, conducts research and consulting projects, and publishes reports, books and articles in journals and magazines. The Center also has substantial experience in conducting large-scale consumer satisfaction surveys for the airport and the electronic security industries. Dr. Simon Hakim directs the Center, which is part of Temple University’s Fox School of Business. Hakim and Blackstone are also editors of “Protecting Critical Infrastructure,” a new book series published by Springer.
http://fox.temple.edu/ccg/
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